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termined by APHIS to be necessary or appro-
priate for carrying out programs and activities
abroad. Such individuals shall not be regarded
as officers or employees of the United States
under any law administered by the Office of Per-
sonnel Management.

(Pub. L. 102-142, title VII, §737, Oct. 28, 1991, 105
Stat. 915.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation act:

Pub. L. 101-506, title VI, §641, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat.
1350.

§2278. Consistency with international obliga-
tions of United States

(a) In general

Prior to the promulgation of, or amendment
to, any order or plan under a research and pro-
motion program relating to research and pro-
motion of any agricultural commodity or prod-
uct, after November 28, 1990, where such order or
plan would provide for an assessment on im-
ports, the Secretary of Agriculture shall consult
with the United States Trade Representative re-
garding the consistency of the provisions of the
order or plan with the international obligations
of the United States.

(b) Compliance with U.S. international obliga-
tions

The Secretary of Agriculture shall take all
steps necessary and appropriate to ensure that
any order or plan or amendment to such order or
plan, and the implementation and enforcement
of any order or plan or amendment to such order
or plan, or program as it relates to imports is
nondiscriminatory and in compliance with the
international obligations of the United States,
as interpreted by the United States Trade Rep-
resentative.

(¢) Construction

Nothing in this section shall be construed as
providing for a cause of action under this sec-
tion.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XIX, §1999T, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 3928.)

§2279. Outreach and assistance for socially dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers

(a) Outreach and assistance
(1) Program

The Secretary of Agriculture shall carry out
an outreach and technical assistance program
to encourage and assist socially disadvantaged
farmers and ranchers—

(A) in owning and operating farms and
ranches; and

(B) in participating equitably in the full
range of agricultural programs offered by
the Department.

(2) Requirements

The outreach and technical assistance pro-
gram under paragraph (1) shall be used exclu-
sively—

(A) to enhance coordination of the out-
reach, technical assistance, and education
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efforts authorized under agriculture pro-
grams; and
(B) to assist the Secretary in—

(i) reaching current and prospective so-
cially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers
in a linguistically appropriate manner;
and

(ii) improving the participation of those
farmers and ranchers in Department pro-
grams, as reported under section 2279-1 of
this title.

(8) Grants and contracts

(A) In general

The Secretary may make grants to, and
enter into contracts and other agreements
with, an eligible entity that has dem-
onstrated an ability to carry out the re-
quirements described in paragraph (2) to pro-
vide outreach and technical assistance under
this subsection.

(B) Relationship to other law

The authority to carry out this section
shall be in addition to any other authority
provided in this or any other Act.

(C) Other projects

Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary may make grants to, and enter into
contracts and other agreements with, an or-
ganization or institution that received fund-
ing under this section before January 1, 1996,
to carry out a project that is similar to a
project for which the organization or insti-
tution received such funding.

(D) Report

The Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate, and make publicly available, an annual
report that includes a list of the following:

(i) The recipients of funds made avail-
able under the program.

(ii) The activities undertaken and serv-
ices provided.

(iii) The number of current and prospec-
tive socially disadvantaged farmers or
ranchers served and outcomes of such serv-
ice.

(iv) The problems and barriers identified
by entities in trying to increase participa-
tion by current and prospective socially
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.

(4) Funding

(A) In general

Of the funds of the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration, the Secretary shall make available
to carry out this section—

(i) $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2009; and
(ii) $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010
through 2012.

(B) Interagency funding

In addition to funds authorized to be ap-
propriated under subparagraph (A), any
agency of the Department may participate
in any grant, contract, or agreement entered
into under this subsection by contributing
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